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MIZPAH Congregation 

Most of us look forward to 

the summer months: to relax, travel, 

read a good book, catch-up on films 

and, most important of all, spend 

additional quality time with our 

loved ones.  Summer is also when 

we re-charge our emotional, intellec-

tual and spiritual batteries, reflecting 

with pride on achievements of the 

past year while, at the same time, 

ascertaining our hopes and expecta-

tions for the year to come.   

As I work with our commit-

tees, lay leaders and office team to 

put in place plans for next year, I ask 

myself ñHow can we enhance the 

role that Mizpah plays in our lives, 

affirm that our Temple is a center of 

dynamic Jewish living and help 

make Mizpah a second home for its 

members?ò The answer, in part, lies 

in the abundant opportunities - spiri-

tual, educational, cultural and organ-

izational - that are available to our 

membership.  And the answer also 

lies in you, our members, taking the 

vital step towards enhancing your 

sense of Jewish self by responding to 

these opportunities; by orienting 

your life towards experiencing the 

rewards that being a contributing and 

valued participant in Temple life 

have to offer.   

Consider the meaningful 

roles you can fill at Mizpah:  assist-

ing with the preparation of a First 

Friday Dinner or Break-the-Fast 

meal, helping to erect the Sukkah in 

our beautiful Garden of Life, lending 

your musical talents ï vocal or in-

strumental (or both) to our Shabbat 

and High Holy Day services, attend-

ing our Adult Learning programs, 

providing a unique skill or resource 

to Mizpah Academy and sharing 

your ideas as a valued member of 

one of our Temple Committees.   

Years ago, when my family 

and I joined our first Temple, a 

2,500-family congregation in To-

ronto, I quickly realized that only 

through finding an appropriate 

ñnicheò would congregational life 

become worthwhile.  It was my 

blessing to find such a place, almost 

immediately, within the Templeôs 

amateur theatre group then getting 

off the ground.  

Here at Mizpah, there is a 

niche waiting for you to occupy and 

in which you can flourish.  Finding a 

niche opens doors for our members 

through the creation of more reward-

ing Jewish lives.  It also means de-

veloping new friendships while stir-

ring passion, establishing ownership 

and expressing a sense of caring for 

the Temple and all who call it a 

home.  

Enjoy your summer. Try to 

make it everything you wish it to be.  

But at the same time, give generous 

consideration to the niche at Mizpah 

that awaits you, your special talent 

and through which your life and the 

lives of those around you will be 

enriched.   Feel free to talk with me 

or any of our lay leaders.  We look 

forward to joining you on your re-

markable Jewish journey at our 

Temple.  

 

 

Finding Your Niche 
 

Rabbi Bill S. Tepper   



 

 

A Message From Your President 

I love the Summer time.  Even when you are working, somehow you still feel like you are on 

vacation.  The kids are home from school, the garden is producing all kinds of fresh vegetables, 

flowers are blooming everywhere, and baseball season is in full ñswing.ò 

Being a Jewish kid growing up in the South, one of the greatest adventures for me was attend-

ing Jewish camp.  My father insisted that I attend.  He said there were two things in my life he 

felt were essential for my personal growth:  attending camp and college (he was a camp coun-

selor and thought it was a highlight of his life!)  So, as soon as I was old enough (which in my 

opinion was pretty young), we pulled out a giant old trunk and packed clothes, swim suits, a  

flashlight, bug spray and other essentials with of course, a bag of candy.  I soon learned that the camper and cabin that 

had the candy was the most popular  ...thanks Dad! 

I will never forget my experiences at a Jewish camp. I had never been in a place where there were so many Jews!  Eve-

ryone was Jewish.  I was no longer one of three kids in my school who was ñthat strange Jewish kid who doesnôt cele-

brate Christmas.ò I will never forget those camp experiences.  Like my children, I attended Camp Coleman.  My favor-

ite daily activity, without a doubt, was Israeli Dancing. I had my first falafel and Israeli foods; we did Jewish crafts, 

learned about Jews in Russia and had a ñmock escapeò night (which had a tremendous impact on me as well as teaching 

me a lot); we learned fun, Jewish songs, Hebrew and had special Shabbat experiences.  However, I think the best thing 

about camp was making Jewish friends and the relationships you had with the people there.  Unfortunately, we didnôt 

have cell phones, e-mail, or texting so I lost touch with my friends. I always looked forward to the next summer in 

hopes that we would be reunited.   

Camp and a trip to Israel when I was sixteen were probably the most significant experiences in my life to connect me to 

my Judaism.  I will never forget those experiences. 

This year - from Mizpah- we have seven kids who will be attending Jewish Camps.  As we see a national trend of our 

youth leaving their Jewish roots as adults, it is wonderful to know that many of ours continue to explore what it means 

to them to be Jewish.  I feel certain the impact on them will be as profound as it was on me. I look forward to talking 

with them on their return (when I came home, I instituted a lot of household changes...wonder if my folks regretted 

sending me!).   

I believe one of the reasons I am involved in Mizpah congregation is my effort to ñcontinueò my camp experiences of 

Jewish growth.  Social events, religious education and spiritual services are what allow me to continue to stay con-

nected to my Judaism.  As we plan for the upcoming year, you too can continue growing in your Judaism or even get 

reconnected.  Continue to read in the Bulletin all the wonderful and varied opportunities that can allow you to expand 

and grow in your faith.  Even if you have never been actively involved in Judaism, please do not think it is too late!   

Choose something and give it a try....you may find out you can have your camp experience right here at Mizpah. 

Susan R. DiStefano 

President, 2010-2011 

 

 

RENOVATED RESTROOMS NEED FIXTURES  

Thanks to the generosity of many, we now enjoy in Feinstein Hall our newly renovated and 

wheelchair-accessible bathrooms. We have waited many years for this to occur. Now we 

need to furnish them! We need mirrors, trash cans and could use new seats for the inside-

stalls seats, if you know what we mean! Please contact Angela in the Office or Stacey or 

Kevin Whited , Physical Properties, if you can help. Thank you very much.  
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     SERVING IT UP  

 

We're seeking several Mizpah mensches to join us on three nights in July, ñserving it upò for the homeless at St. Paul's 

Episcopal Church, 7th and Chestnut Streets. Take your pick: 

· You can ñserve upò some warm greetings to dinner guests, as they await the 

evening's meal. 

· You can prepare and ñserve upò dinner for up to fifteen dinner guests. 

. You can ñserve upò a few hours of after-dinner fun, leading activities with 

the children and youth. 

· You can ñserve upò goodies (baked or bought) for breakfast and snacks, de-

livering them to St. Paul's. 

· You can ñserve upò a night of your time as an overnight host. (You'll have your own bed in your own room, but 

will be available to provide help, if needed, and to see that all guests are up and ready for the morning bus.) 

Stop at the sign-up calendar in front of the Temple Library and fill in your name and selected activity. The St. Paul  

Coordinator will then contact you with details about the time you'll spend there.  

This will be our congregation's third hospitality week of four we've promised to the Homeless Network for 2010.  

Everyone who has volunteered to help so far has said that the work was easy and the experience so satisfying. Why not  

find out, for yourself by ñserving upò  a Mitzvah from Mizpah for the homeless? 

If anyone has questions, call Stacey Whited at 423-432-0687.  

 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO CONTRIBUTE!  

 

We are working toward wrapping up finishing details right now, but the newly-renovated, accessible bathrooms in Fein-

stein Hall are lovely and operational. As a congregation, we have made an important statement of inclusion for all with 

disabilities.  

Mizpah began to address the need for wheelchair-accessible bathrooms after the ramp to the bima was in place, thanks 

to the leadership of former Physical Properties Chair, Lisa Schubert. The process continued under Rod Sergent, who 

planned for new partitions that would allow for handrails and better accessibility.  Our current Physical Properties 

chairs, Stacey and Kevin Whited have brought us nearly to completion. Being quite ñhands onò, they spent several days 

laying the tile themselves.  

In June 2009, we asked congregants to contribute to the new bathroom facilities, although plans and costs were still un-

clear at that time; we received approximately $5,700 toward the cost, not including some ñin kindò contributions. Costs 

for the renovated bathrooms included plumbing, labor, tile, unexpected patching and waterproofing of the exterior walls 

of the bathrooms, some new fixtures and the new partitions. Through June 15, our costs have exceeded contributions by 

approximately $5,300.  

If you missed this project last year, there is time now to make your contribution. If you want to make an additional con-

tribution, there is still time. Make your check payable to Mizpah and note ñBathroom Renovationsò. If contributions 

exceed expenses, we will earmark your dollars toward ñPhase IIò, when we will update the side room off the womenôs 

bathroom, used by brides and nursing mothers.  

Thank You on behalf of all those members and visitors who benefit from our renovation.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

HARRIS A. GOULD MEMORIAL LIBRARY  

Rosemary Wolff, Library Custodian 

 

This month we have a variety of contributions. Weôll start with a very special set of CDs 

from the collection of Harry Shecter, father of Deborah Tepper. The first set is entitled THE COMPLETE CAN-

TORIAL COLLECTION, in Hebrew. CD 1: The Best of the Synagogue; CD : High Holidays; CD 3:The Best of Shab-

bat. 

The second is a set of 7 CDs entitled CREATING THE STATES YOU WANT: MORE JOY, LESS DISTRESS.  

Twenty complete sessions to upgrade the quality of your entire life, by Zelig Plisken. 

This next gift was anonymous: A VHS tape from the Bible: ESTHER. Come Purim, everyone will be wanting this tape, 

not just for the wonderful story it tells, but also to get new costume ideas! 

From the collection of Mickey Leventhal and her late husband, Dr. Deene Leventhal,  THE JEWS IN AMERICA: ñA 

composite portrait of contemporary American Jewish life-traditions-beliefs and achievementsé.by 60 of the nationôs 

finest newspaper and magazine photographersé.accompanied by clear, concise explanations.ò  You will surely enjoy 

browsing through this beautiful book in Mizpahôs Library. 

    Katie Rose  

Bat Mitzvah 

August 28, 2010 10:30 AM 

 

Dr. David and Patty Rose family invite all members of Mizpah  

Congregation to attend this simcha and to share in this milestone in  

Katieôs life.  

 

Katherine Lizbeth Rose is an Honor Roll student at Signal Mountain Mid-

dle/High School (SMMHS), where she is a rising eighth-grader. Katieôs favorite subjects are Spanish and Math and she 

plays percussion in the Middle School Band. She loves swimming and is a member of the SMMHS , Baylor, and Signal 

Mountain Green Giants Swim Teams.   

 

Katie is the daughter of David and Patty Rose, the granddaughter of Alfred Rose and the late Millie Rose of Atlanta and 

Ruth Huff and the late Ollen Huff of Chattanooga. 

MAZAL TOVé 

 

Congratulations to Garrett Ruderman , son of 

Lori and Joel Ruderman. Garrett, grandson of 

Dana and Sam Banks, was called to the Torah as 

a Bar Mitzvah, June 5, 2010 at Congregation Beth 

Ami, Rockville, MD.  

 

 

 

Rabbi  Tepper visits (left) 

Gabe Berman and Ben 

Hillner  at Camp Coleman. 

Look for  other Mizpah 

campers in the August 

Bulletin.! 
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MIZPAH  YAHRZEITS ðJuly 2010  * Light on Memorial Plaque 

June 27-July 3 

Sara Fanburg 

Daniel C. Weintraub* 

Marilyn S. Rafal 

Anne K. Friedman* 

Harry Monen  

Victoria Brodsky 

K.H. (Henry) 

Haesloop 

Jeanette Kessler 

Lillian Brody* 

Marjorie B. Siegel 

Sara Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 4-10 

Harold Schwartz, Sr.* 

Julius Kushner 

Pearl Lewis 

Ida Litoff 

Isador Shavin 

Nathan Stoller* 

Irene Ayers Ingle 

Barbara G. Moorstein 

Mary Effron 

Joseph Isaac 

Rose Sorkin 

Rae Graf* 

Mata B. Jaffe* 

Isaac Schiff* 

Isadore Solovey 

Rae R. Deitch 

Louis Weber 

Clara G. Shapira 

 

 

 

 

July 11-17 

Nancy Merren 

Herman S. Brener* 

Arthur Kobacker 

Sara Rice* 

Philip Russ 

Jack Siegel 

Muriel G. Mallen* 

Larry Goldstein 

Christine Jany 

Max Goldsmith 

Bernard Kessler 

Fannie Silverman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 18-24 

Lester Cohn* 

Ida Freibrun  

Fannie G. Goldberg* 

Harry Weber* 

William Cramer 

Irma F. Orovitz 

Randy Miller 

Sanford Saperstein* 

Abraham Feinstein* 

Keva Freedman 

Manuel Horowitz 

Albert W. Coulter, III 

Lillian Gordon 

Joyce Morris 

Ruth Pike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 25-31 

Edith C. Schulman * 

William Holmberg 

Margaret Wertheimer* 

Jeanette B. Orkin* 

Jo Ellen Levinson 

Esther Rosenthal 

Harold L. Shalett* 

Jimmy Ettin 

Edgar Feibelman 

Elizabeth Feibelman 

Rosalie Schechter 

David Diamond* 

Joel W. Solomon* 

Tsivya-Musya  

Belinskaya 

Harry H. Siegel* 

Daniel G. Levine 

Josephine Russ* 

Coleman P. Pike 

Beatrice Schlomann 

4 Herb and Sue Cohn 

   Mike and Rhonda Seeber 

 

11 Joe and Nancy Prebul 

 

14 Trent and Channing Center 

 

16 Jason and Jennifer Hillner 

 

19 Chuck and Melinda Rosenthal  

 

21 Robert and Judy Stahl 

 

24 Richard and Dana Waxler           

 

1 Jan Jacobs 

2 Sam Dropkin 

   Lily Dropkin 

   Ray Long 

3 Trent Center 

5 Lexi Finkle 

   Barbara Snyder 

   Mary Susman 

6 Maxine Alper 

   Merrill Levine 

   Sylvia Zuckerman 

7 Tom Farnum 

8 Donald Mackler 

9 Joshua Hillner 

   Ruth Longway 

13 Ronni Charyn 

     Jacob Levine 

14 Robert I. Kiselik 

16 Mary Laband 

    William Bryant Potts 

     Kathy Raisin 

17 Judy Pressman 

18 Robert Bernhardt 

     Ethan Goldblatt 

20 Ann Levine 

21 Jennifer Berz 

     Robert Berz 

     Michael Diamond-          

     Giblin 

22 Amber Lynn Royal 

23 Liz Hodes 

27 Susan Brener 

     Deana Brody 

     Marty Redish 

     Jay Silverstein 

28 Charles Levine 

     Sidney Pleat 

29 Phyllis Bell 

     Adam Grody 

31 Joy Adams 

     Gabe Berman 

HIGH HOLY DAYS EARLY THIS YEAR  

Please be aware that High Holy Days are early this yearðSeptember 8ð18, 2010. As such, we 

will be mailing our Book of Remembrance forms on July1st. They must be returned by July 23rd 

in order to have them printed and available by Yom Kippur. We appreciate your cooperation.   

          JULY ANNIVERSARIES                                       JULY BIRTHDAYS 



 

 

JUNE DONATIONS (Received by June 15) 

Fund Key: Archives (A) Building (B) Capital Campaign. (CC) Cemetery (CM) Endowment (E) Feinstein Beauty (FB) Flower (F)  

Garden (GL) Operating (O) Goldman/Moses (GM) Library (L) Miller/Lefkoff (ML) Marks Memorial (MM) Mazon (Feed the  

Hungry) (M) Miller/Schwartz (MS) Music (MU) NFTY (N) Oneg (ON) Prayer Book (P) Rabbiôs Discretion (R)  

Rabbinic Endowment (RE)  Rita Russ Speer (RI) Religious School (RS) Social Action (S) 

Speed Recovery of Libby Rubin 

   Sam and Dana Banks   (GL) 

 

In Honor of Graduation of Geoffrey Cohen 

   Helen and Stan Smith   (GL) 

 

Confirmation 2010: Bobby Brouner and Eliot Berz 

   Helen and Stan Smith   (GL) 

   Sid and Karen Simon   (RE) 

   Diane Stoller    (RS) 

   Howard and M. J. Levine   (E) 

   Herb and Sue Cohn    (GL) 

   Susan and David DiStefano   (O) 

 

Confirmation 2011: Aliza Cohen, Sarah Schubert, 

   Aaron Steinberg 

   Sid and Karen Simon   (RE) 

   Dianne Stoller    (RS) 

   Susan and David DiStefano   (O) 

 

In Memory of Henry Stoloff 

   Henry and Rachel Schulson   (MU) 

   Susan and David DiStefano   (O) 

 

In Memory of Myron Kushner 

   Lawrence and Anita Levine   (RI) 

 

In Honor of Leah Josephine Lief 

   Lawrence and Anita Levine   (RI) 

 

Honor Special Anniversary Rae and Bruce Hirsch 

   Sheryl Blechner    (RI) 

 

In Memory of Buster Edelstein 

   Lee and Iris Abelson   (E) 

 

Honor Graduation of Zachary Poss, Sarah Stoloff and  

   Leah Schulson 

   Howard and M.J. Levine   (E) 

 

Wonderful Mexican-style meal: Richard and Renay         

Metzger and Pecan Chicken: Todd and Pam Berman 

   Ruth Longway    (GL) 

 

In Honor of Mizpah Contract Renewal for Rabbi and  

   Deb Tepper 

   Ruth Longway and Richard Zachary (GL) 

 

In Honor of 40th Birthday of Clair Roth 

   Ruth Longway and Richard Zachary (GL) 

 

Honor Susan DiStefano for all she does for Mizpah 

   Ruth Longway and Richard Zachary (GL) 

 

In Honor of Stan Smithôs 80th Birthday 

   Herb and Sue Cohn    (GL) 

 

To Bev Coulter in Honor of Rubyôs Birthday 

   David and Susan DiStefano   (O) 

The MINIMUM DONATION is $10 for a listing in 

the Bulletin, with a notification receipt returned to 

the donor and an acknowledgment sent when appro-

priate. 

Each named fund requires a separate donation 

Please include the acknowledgement name and 

address if not a Mizpah member or family  

Donations undesignated are applied to the Oper-

ating Fund (O)  

All donations are applied as appropriate to an 

already established Fund 

MIZPAH TEMPLE YOUTH GROUP NEWS  

Mizpah Youth Group announces our President for the 

2010-2011 school year is Lily Dropkin .  Lily is a senior at 

CSAS, has been an active member of our TYG since her 

freshman year and will serve as Youth Representative to 

the Mizpah Congregation Board.   

Lily and Youth Group Advisor, Paula Israel will attend 

this yearôs NFTY-SAR Leadership Training Institute on 

August 27-29 in Roswell, GA. This weekend program will 

include training for TYG board members and advisors. 

All High School students are encouraged to contact Paula 

Israel and/or Lily Dropkin for more information about 

CHATTY. The event calendar for the 2010-2011 school 

year will be out in August. Our first activity is planning, 

cooking and serving the September 3rd First Friday Din-

ner.  The menu will include pasta, salad and bread, featur-

ing local ingredients.   
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PROGRAMS PLANNED FOR MIZPAH  

First Friday Dinners:  Thank You to Richard & Renay Metzger and friends for a great Mexican-style meal in May. 

Todd Berman and company followed it up in June with mouth-watering pecan-encrusted chicken. On July 2nd, John 

Steinberg will be in charge of good-olô 4th of July fare, including an ice cream bar.  August 6th : an old-fashioned NY 

deli dinner.  September the 3rd : Paula Israel and our wonderful teens make pasta.  October 1st we roll out the Torah for 

Simchat Torah, have a special speaker and enjoy a meal prepared by our wonderful Chef, Patty Rose.  November 5th:   

John Steinberg encores with rosemary chicken. December 3rd will see latkes and brisket for Hanukkah, prepared by 

Todd Berman, Warren Dropkin and others.   

We have also planned January through June, 2011, but you will have to wait to hear about these great meals and aromas 

that will warm your winter and tantalize your spring.  

Mizpah Annual Picnic: It will again be at the gorgeous Privateer Yacht Club, thanks to Michael and Rhonda Seeber 

and crew.  Be ready for a little adventure! Date TBA. (last-minute schedule conflict) 

Wine Tasting: For all you wine lovers or just those who love to have a fun time, we do not want the summer to slip 

away without a little bit of classy relaxation. Sid Simon will lead us in a very distinguished sipping of wine with a bissel 

nosh. Let everyone know you have reservations for the evening of July 24th for a grand occasion. 

Intriguing Conversations 2010: Coming this fall, you do not want to miss these. Once again, Herb Cohn has assembled 

a remarkable group of talent and topics of utmost interest.  

See you at Mizpah! 

    Ruth  

Ruth Longway, VP-Programming 

FIRST FRIDAY JULY 2, 2010 DINNER 

Prepared by Chef John Steinberg & Company 

American Birthday Celebration 

Hot dogs and Hamburgers fresh off the grill (Vegetarian option available) 

Salads aplenty and baked beans Top this off with an ice cream bar! 

RSVP today!!  Cost: $8/members, $10 non-members $4 kids 

 



 

 

923 McCallie Avenue 

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37403 

Phone 423-267-9771 

Fax: 423-267-9773 

Email: mizpah@mizpahcongregation.org 

Internet: www.mizpahcongregation.org 

Office Hours: 

MondayðFriday 9 amð5 pm 

 

William S. Tepper, Rabbi 

rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 

 

Susan DiStefano, President 

president@mizpahcongregation.org 

Non Profit Org.  

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Chattanooga, TN  

Permit No. 281  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 JULY SHABBAT ONEG/KIDDUSH HOSTS  

Oneg Hosts are asked to bring their 

ñgoodiesò to the Temple by Wednesday, 

so we know what we have and donôt have 

to purchase extra. We may use your dona-

tion on another day if we have extra. 

Thanks for your understanding. 

 

July 2 

Ed and Helen Brody 

Louise Kushner 

Charles and Miriam Levine 

Allen and Ros Lewis 

 

 

July 9 

Robert Kiselik 

Robert and Lois Kiselik 

Chuck and Melinda Rosenthal 

David and Judy Solovey 

 

July 16 

Jan Jacobs 

Tracy and John McCarley 

Richard and Renay Metzger 

Frank Miller and Pam Fulbright 

 

 

July 23 

Karen Diamond 

Bonnie Stoloff 

Barbara and Eric Snyder 

Dennis and Shelby Burke 

 

July 30 

Richard and Ann Levine 

Don and Judy Mackler 

Michael and Rhonda Seeber 

Don and Rachel Weir 

 

JULY WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS  

 

July 2   Kabbalat Shabbat Services/  

              First Friday Dinner (See p.7)   6:15 pm 

July 16 Tot Shabbat     5:30 pm 

 

   

   

  WEEKLY WORSHIP   

 

Pre-Service Oneg Shabbat:   5:45 pm 

Kabbalat Shabbat Services:     6:15 pm 

Shabbat Morning Torah Study & Breakfast:  9:15 am 

Shabbat Morning Worship Services:             11:00 am 

 Worship services  enjoy music 

by choir members, pianist and soloists 


