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MIZPAH Congregation 

..."We are obligated to be more scru-

pulous in fulfilling the command-

ment of tzedakah than any other 

positive commandment because 

tzedakah is the sign of a righteous 

person." -Maimonides 

 Among the most memorable 

ï and important ï of  "family activi-

tiesò that Deborah, Max and I under-

took, was the cold winter night spent 

traveling through the downtown 

streets of Toronto in the back of a 

van, working with other volunteers 

in the distribution of sandwiches, hot 

soup and warm clothing to the tran-

sient and homeless.  We stopped 

near dark back alleys, beneath over-

passes and on the outskirts of city 

parks.  As the hours passed, and the 

temperature continued to drop I was 

increasingly overwhelmed by how 

these people were able to spend the 

night in the harsh and unforgiving 

outdoors. Even inside the van and 

dressed in what I believed to be my 

warmest clothes, I still felt the chill 

working its way to my bones.  

Wherever we went, however, we 

received a simple thank you or slight 

nod of the head in acknowledgement 

from those to whom we had devoted 

this night to helping. Back at home, 

and in the warmth of my bed, I could 

not remove from my mind the im-

ages of those figures emerging from 

trees or beneath bridges to accept 

our offerings of food.  

 During this same time, our 

congregation in Toronto ï Holy 

Blossom Temple ï had begun to 

launch its Out of the Cold Project, 

an endeavor that in unison with sev-

eral churches in the city, provided 

food, toiletries, clothing and ï most 

importantly ï a warm place to sleep 

overnight during the winter months. 

One night each week, a veritable 

army of volunteers assembled at the 

Temple to prepare meals, lay out 

bedding and serve as overnight hosts 

for approximately thirty homeless 

individuals. In the morning, the 

guests were provided with a hot 

breakfast, bag lunch and bus fare 

before departing.  

 At this time, Mizpah Con-

gregation members have an opportu-

nity to engage in a similar act of tik-

kun and hesed ï healing and kind-

ness. Recently, our Templeôs Social 

Action Committee undertook a part-

nership with St. Paulôs Episcopal 

Church in housing and feeding a 

number of needy families.  Volun-

teers from the Mizpah community 

purchased food, prepared meals and 

served as overnight hosts at St. 

Paulôs. During the week of April 18 

ï 25, Mizpah will once again partner 

with St. Paulôs (see the Social Action 

Committee news on p. 3 of this Bul-

letin) in helping to meet the basic 

needs of several indigent families, 

including children. I encourage Miz-

pah members of all ages to devote a 

few hours to undertake this most 

profound act of tzedakah, of creating 

warmer lives through the warmth of 

our hearts. Your commitment to this 

mitzvah entitles you to the greatest 

reward possible:  simply knowing 

that you have fulfilled the mitzvah.  

Warmer Hearts, Warmer Lives 
 

Rabbi Bill S. Tepper 



 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MIZPAH PRESIDENT  

So far...so good.  Thanks to all of you who have returned your Mizpah Dues Contracts.  I want to take a few minutes to 

explain the process that we will be following now that we have received forms.  Those of you who have pledged fair 

share ($1650) or more should have already received a pledge confirmation letter from the office.  If you have not re-

ceived this letter and have already pledged, please take a moment and call to assure your commitment is recorded.  If 

you pledged and requested dues relief, all requests have been reviewed by a small group from the Finance Committee, 

your relief form has been shredded (for reasons of confidentiality) and you should have already received your due con-

firmation letter.  Again, if you did not receive this letter, please contact the office.  

If, however, you do not fall into any of these categories, it means you have not returned your Mizpah Dues Contract.  

Be assured, you will once again be contacted by e-mail, phone, or personal visit if necessary. Please remember, we are 

all volunteers and it takes a huge effort to continually follow up. You can help your fellow 

congregant by being proactive and calling the office and letting us help you make this process 

easy for us all.   

I am happy to report that we have heard from over half the congregation, but we 

NEED to get all our commitments in NOW so that we can set our budget for 2010-

2011.  Your help is greatly appreciated. 

 
PHYSICAL PROPERTIES UPDATE  

If you have been in our sanctuary recently, we hope you have noticed NO MORE PAINT PEELING!  Thanks to our 

Physical Properties Committee Chair, Rod Sergent, we have several improvements around the building. A lot of time 

and energy went into working in the sanctuary to repair and paint the wall damage after heavy rains.  The magnificent 

stained-glass windows have been worked on as well to maintain and secure them from the ravages of time.  Addition-

ally, a new back door has been ordered to replace the damaged one.  The new door will not only look beautiful, but will 

help ensure building security. Finally, what you have all  been waiting for: we hope to start work in the next few weeks 

modifying the bathrooms downstairs to make them wheelchair-accessible!  If you have not contributed to this project 

and would like to, there are donation envelopes outside the Mizpah office or ñjust ask Angela.ò   

Additional monies will make the renovation even nicer!  Thanks to all who have already contributed .  You have made 

this possible! 

 

TU BôSHEVAT AT MIZPAH ACADEMY  

Tu BôShevat , the Jewish New Years of Trees, an occasion for ñgiving 

backò to Nature and Godôs Creation, was joyfully celebrated at Mizpah 

Academy. On a sunny afternoon at the end of January, two new olive-

family trees (Ligustrum) were planted along the border of our Oak 

Street entrance corridor, with most of the work done by our enthusiastic 

students. Our guest speaker was Preston Roberts of ñTake Root,ò an 

enterprise devoted to beautifying Chattanooga through greenery. Stu-

dents then participated in a wonderful Tu BôShevat seder, featuring all 

of the special holiday food items. Many thanks and yasher koach to se-

der organizer Paula Israel, Mizpah Building Superintendent Clair Roth, 

Garden Committee Chair Ruth Longway and all the parents who con-

tributed food items and joined us for the festivities.  

Rabbi Bill S. Tepper 

Principal, Mizpah Academy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Whited plants a tree for Tu BôShevat 
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  MIZPAH SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

 

INTERFAITH HOMELESS NETWORK 

Our first experience as a partner with St. Paulôs Episcopal 

Church was a great success. We helped several homeless 

families feel welcome by providing a warm place to sleep 

and feel safe during a cold week in January. Volunteers 

from Mizpah Congregation provided snacks and 

breakfast, cooked and served dinner, transported the 

families, helped set up and take down, spent the evening 

with the families and stayed overnight as hosts. 

Our next week as partners with 

St. Paulôs Episcopal Church will 

be April 18
th
 ï 25

th
.  Contact 

Shannon Mowrer  on how to be 

part of this amazing project at 

423-827-4432 or via email at 

shanbmowr@comcast.net 

 

 

Mizpahôs Social Action Committee thrived under the leadership of Henry Stoloff. Over the past two years we had monthly 

meetings that were very well-attended, with wonderful dinners provided by members. During these meetings, we built 

relationships amongst ourselves and with other organizations that had similar visions of helping our community and those 

less fortunate. Mizpah is involved in many wonderful projects that offer different ways for our members to partake in 

fulfilling Mitzvot. It was Henry who made sure that our meetings were consistent, an agenda was followed, and plenty of 

projects were on the calendar. Our committee could not have been this successful without him, and he shall be missed 

terriblyéWe are, however, determined to build on and perpetuate his vision. 

  

HABITAT FOR HUMANIT Y 

Give a Little é Get a Lot 

Habitat volunteers find that when they give of themselves 

ð be it time or treasure, work or words ð the rewards are 

rich.Get your hammer and your screwdriver out ócause we 

are going to help build a home for a family on Saturday, 

June 26
th
 from 1 ï 3:30 pm. NO EXPERIENCE 

NECESSARY ï there is a job for everyone!. If you have 

never done anything like this, then this is a chance to be part 

of a  very rewarding event that is something you will never 

forget. 

For more information, please co ntact Mike Seeber at 
423 - 899 - 3042 or email at mrsee151@msn.com .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Henryôs co-chair, Monique Klarich, 

has moved to California, leaving this 

wonderful and very dynamic 

committee without a designated chair. 

If  you are interested in this rewarding 

position, please contact Susan 

DiStefano at (423) 314-6921 or 

distef@bellsouth.net 

Thank you! 

 


