Volume 144 Issue 2

February 2010 MIZPAH Congregatior

Shevat 17Adar 14, 5770

Standing with Haiti

Alas! Lonely sits the city once great with fresh water, food, shelter, clothing and, Each of these texts may be read as Juda-
people! She that was great among na- for so many, medical attention. The i s mé s Afgol den rul e, o
tions is become like a widow; the prin- infrastructure of Port au Princeisindis- t i ves o with which we
cess among states is become a thrall. array, as law and order struggle to assertproach and establish our relations with
Bitterly she weeps in the night, her themselves. Fortunately, many other others. Together, they appropriately
cheek wet with tears. nations, including the United States, define the Hebrew wordhesedor kind-

Israel, Turkey, Iceland, China and Can- ness. They call upon Jews everywhere
So read the opening words of tBeok ada, have responded quickly in provid- to respond as fully as possible to the
of Lamentationsreputedly composed by ing supplies and resources that are es-cries of those who depend on us the
the Prophet Jeremiah. It is one of the sential for avoiding further calamity. As most.
great verse epics of our Bible, a pro- well, major American Jewish communal
found expression of grief and sorrow on organizations, such as MAZON, the We must do more then just pray for
the part of the inhabitants of a destroyed American Joint Distribution Committee Haiti. We must do more than just sol-
and devastated Jerusalem, as they turnedand the American Jewish World Service emnly follow the painful hourly news
their faces towards decades of exile in are requesting financial donations that reports. We must act immediately, and
Babylon.  Twentyfive hundred years will play a significant role in the recov- then for as long as it takes us, to stand

later, these same lines aptly describetheer y ef f ort s. Mi zwgihaHai6, helpiogia raise rolr fekbolwd a
condition of Port au Prince, the capital congregational organizatidnthe Union ~ who are suffering on that tiny island in
city of Haiti. for Reform Judaismi is actively in-  the Caribbean Sea, once more, to their

volved in collecting funds from its mem- full and proud height.
The destruction and havoc brought on bers in order to provide relief for the
by the earthquake in Haiti is unfathom- beleaguered people of Haiti. Please refer to the following websites to
able. As | write, thousands of people are contribute to Haiti Relief efforts:
already known to have died, while As we turn our hearts and minds towards www.urj.org/relief (Union for Reform
countless more lay entombed beneaththe people of Haiti, two additional texts Judaism)
the rubble of collapsed buildings, in- from our Scriptures are highlyertinent: http://mazon.org (MAZON: A Jewish
cluding the presidential palace itself. You shall not stand by while the blood of Response to Hunger)
While the death toll rises, those who your fellow is shed [Leviticus 19:16] http://ajws.org (American Jewish World
have survived are in desperate need ofandLove your fellow as yourself: | am Service
the most basic of items for survival: God Leviticus 19:18] Rabbi Bill S. Tepper
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President 6s Message

February 2010
With most successful organi zations, it is often
that is certainly the case. We are very fortunate to have a team that works well together who not only creat

friendly and warm atmosphere, but who also make things happen. When you call in to make reseryations,
have a question, you are greeted with a reassuring and knowledgeable voice that belongs to either Ang

Ezell or Lachel Britt. Lachel works parti me hel ping to #Afil/l i nd so

t h

formation or help you need. Angela, our office manager worksgifoé to ensure that checks are deposit¢d, e

-mails go out, life cycle events are attended to in a timely manner, acknowledgments are mailed, e
ning is done, reservations are made. .. and wel

ent ple
I,

gela is responsible for. Angela does all these tasks in a professional and sincere way that continuglly mal

our congregation shine.

looking good and functioning efficiently? We have Clair Roth to thank for that. He is there nights, we¢ekend

Have you wondered who makes sure events are set up, who manages the grounds, who keeps r}ur buil

and all other times of the day and night. Somehow, he only logs betw&hiRaurs a week. Always a s

ile

on his face, | have never heard him complain about any job that needs doing. He sees the problem and

dresses it.

We are indeed fortunate to have such an outstanding group of people who he
sen to commit their time and energy to Mizpah. To thank them, we have des
the first week in February ataff appreciation week'he Board has volunteered to
a variety of activities to thank our staff and let them know how much we appt
them. | encourage each of you to do the same...write a note or even come by
Aithank you, we appreciate all you dja

Susan DiStefano, President

MIZPAH CONGREGATION KABBALAT/EREV SHABBA T-PURIM CELEBRATION!
Friday, February 26 at 6:00 p.m. sharp

Children, Parents and Grandparents!!

e Come wearing your finest (and craziest, of course) Purim costume to enter our Purim Costume Contest!

e Costumes (and participants) have no age or style limit!

e Parade in front of our esteemed panel of judges. (Simon Cowell wannabees!)

e Hear the Megillah Esther !!!

e Sing Purim songs (even badly, is OK), hear the Purim Shpiel, make merry with all the Friendly Mizpahites!
In fulfilling the traditions of Purim, please bring:

e Canned goods to donate to the Chattanooga Food Bank.

e A bottle of wine or an appetizer to share in Feinstein Hall.

Fancy Oneg to celebrate Purim immediately following services.
Come and partake in this wonderful Shabbat AND Purim Family event at Mizpah!




MizPAH SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE

Irice 3 ih INTERFAITH HOMELESS METWORK

Rl k
== COwr first week az a partner with 5t. Paul's Epizcopal
—— Church was a great success. We helped several
- homeless families feel welcome and provided a

place to sleep and feel safe during a cold week in
January. Volunteers from our congregation provided
snacks and breakfast, cooked and served dinmer,
transporied the families, helped set up and break
down, spent the evening with the familiez and
stayed overnight as overnight hosts.
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Many thanks go out to the DiStefanc family, the
Ezell family, Monique Klarich, JoAnn Momis, Phyllis
and Jed Mescon, Helen and Stan Smith, the Stoloff
family, and Deborah and Rabbi Tepper.
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Our next week az pariners
with 5t Paul's Episcopal
Church  will be in April
Information on  how fo
volunteer and get involved will

PE— follow soon.
HABITAT FOR HumMANITY o
Give a Little ... Get a Lot g * i
Habitat volunteers find that when they give of PR
themselves — be it time or treasure, work or Ry

words — the rewards are rich.

Get your hammer and your screwdriver out | From: Earynn Schubert

cause we are going to help build a home for a | To: helen smithD1 PupRets wrih s Parpi
family in the very near future. Check your | Sent Wed, 6 Jan 2010 20:09:37 +0000 (UTC)
next month's bulletin for details on how to get | Subject Thank You

involved.

Helen, thank you and your group very much for
coming out and volunteering your time to help us
thig year with our Holiday Gift Wrap at Hamilton

4 Place Mall. Without volurieers like you we would
a l a not be able to make our fundraiser a success. |

for Humanit ® hope to see you again next year.

For more information. please comtact Henry StoloTf at Thank you.
42 3-987-8000 or email at He Henry Stoloff.com

Earlynn Schubert

Social Action Commitiee meetings are every month on the second Tuesday at 5:30 pm in the Feinstein Hall. Dinner is
provided. Please join us at the next meeting to find out about all the exciting things going on. For more informafion, please

contact Henry Stoloff at Hepry@HennSioloff com or Monique Klarich at klarichm@amail.com (Co-chairs of committes)




LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS

Rosemary Wolff, Library Custodian
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"Lest we forget" is very applicable to some of the books recently receivedfexxrBrener. There :-[ . ' I [
so many stories from the Holocaust, such as the German Jewish man who married a Gentile girid l ] I “ ﬂ | ! ! ,
fore it became a matter of life or death. Did you know the Nazis did not send Jewish spouses to the death

camps? | didn't, until | browsed through Victor Klemperer's diary of the Nazi 1983 years entitledWILL BEAR WITNESS.

We have all heard that the "ordinary Germans" did not have a clue about what was going on around them. They never-heard of

bibor or other such locations, or what caused that horrible smell or why their Jewish neighbors moved away and lefien
worldly goods behind. They were busy just trying to make it through theHNVErER'S WILLING EXECUTIONERS by Daniel J
Goldhagen tells us more about "the ordinary Germans" during the Holocaust.

Simon Wiesenthal's memoirSHE MURDERERS AMONG USills us in on some of the backgrounds of Adolf Eichmann, J
Mengele and others, whom Wiesenthal spent almost a lifetime tracking down.

Lucy Dawidowicz reminds us of the horrorsTHIE WAR AGAINST THE JEWS 1933945.."Lest we forget”
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RABBINIC ENDOWMENT F UND
COMMITTEE CHAIR MUSI NGS

iWwhen you are up to your tuches in alligators
it is sometimes hard to remember that the

An increasingly large number of us are working very hard to get the Rabbinic Endowment Fund fully funded. We havs
new members to committees, but still want and need more, so how do we do that? Should we meet, or send text messsg
have majority rules or benevolent dictators? We will figure it out.
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We are sure that Planned Giving, whether it be with Life Insurance, Annuities, Living Trusts or Property Deeding isiearusgst

to success. However, how do we present this to the congregatieorrame, parlor meetings, larggoup presentations, etc?ow
do we proceed with those individuals whavecommitted to consider Mizpah in their Estate Planning, to move thatto a s
contribution? In addition, how do we account for that total while preserving the privacy of those who request it andihthome
who would like to be counted?

becific
ho

These are not obstacles. They are opportunities for us all to grow, get to know each other better and leave our legatgémthe

erations. All these and the myriad of other procedural matters will be answered in time. If you have any suggestiovesuiah
like to volunteer to help, please let me know through an emRiicteard.Waxler@yahoo.coor call me at 42391-8816.

Bu the way, what | mean in the lead sentence above is that we really need to stay foausgaverare doing this, not jusiow.
Success will ensure that a Rabbi will always be here, regardless of the size or wealth of the congregation, with aihfufrt}
advice, knowledge and humility that the Rabbi can bring to us, in times of joy and in times of sorrow, forever. |dikedo foe
good deeds we can accomplish by using the portion of our annual pledge made available to help and teach those in tang
the community and the world. Think of the Social Action Committee with an additional budget of $50,000, the Garden G
with plants galore, the Hebrew School with books and field trips and guest speakers and musicians as we see fit. Plalkeg
this a reality.

Richard Waxler, Chair
Mizpah Development Committee
Rabbinic Endowment Fund
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mailto:Richard.Waxler@yahoo.com

MIZPAH YAHRZEITS 6 FEBRUARY 2010 * Light on Memorial Plaque

January 31-February 6 February 70 February 13 February 14i February 20 February 21-February 27
Sarah Louise Trivers * Joseph Fine * Helena Elise Belle Leonard Bernstein *
Martin Coplon Betty Steele Samuel Kaminski Dorothy Schulman *
Jeanette Lippmann Ruth Barshay Brener * Joe Reingold Bernice Waltzer Witten *
Sam Diamond * Irving Krosner Norman Shavin Eugenia K. Blumberg *
Frances Greenberg * Wendy Esquer Edith Minnen * Celie Levine Harris *
Florence Adler Jacob * Helen Brener Abraham Jacob Solomon *  Harry Barnett
Joseph Cohen Peter Speer Dr. Deene Leventhal * Rose Miller *

Judith Ann Marks * Yolande Mihalovitz * Zorro David Ruben David B. Steinau *
Isaac Block Jon Moses Hubert J. Steele Phil I. Angel *
Pearl Ann Silverstein Nathan Frank Gus Jenkins Martin Belle
Vivian Jacob Levinson Florence Korn Block June Aitken
Jake Roobin Harvey G. Levy Minora Pearson Howard
Fannie Edelstein Ida Lefkoff Beatrice Howard *
Robert Miller David R. Weill, Jr. *
Rosemary Munsey Weber *  Robert E. Haesloop
Bella Berz Iphigene Ochs Sulzberger
Lena Bittner Roselyn M. Reisman *
Fannie Mennen Benjamin Shapira

Janet Lebovitz
Edwin C. Nachbar

IMPRESSIONS FROM THE 2009 URJ BIENNIAL

After returning home from the URJ Biennial in Toronto, many of the stimulating ideas | learned have stayed with me. Ulgtingspmp

the Biennial survey, | wrote that the exchange of ideas, thoughts, best practices and the friendliness and opennetsifgthvese the eq
sence of my Biennial experience. After four trips to Biennials, | recognize something of a cycle to the return to thatioongmneghe sharing

—h

ideas. Once home with hundreds of exciting, stimuladtihrag .iéd &qds, Bd

attendance is such a motivating event one feels compelled to share as much as possible with those left behind. | aandstaehRigh Ruth
Longway, and Rabbi Bill and Deborah Tepper strongly agree and that so many of those we have spoken to hear this catchphrase.

| am trying hard not to wear out my welcome with Biennial talk, but each one becomes a formative experience in my Re&gnjcong

tional experience. This time, | realized yet again that we as a congregation are quite unfamiliar with many of the Reffigrmraaices an

music demonstrated at the Biennial. There now also exBteiaty for Classical Reform Judaisiormed as a movement toward the older clgssi-

cal Reform tradition that Mizpah, in years past strongly identified with. This group had an informational booth set Bpeantak if intereste
you can find out more at http://www.renewreform.org/. It occurred to me that a frank and open discussion of our patRefassidaeritag
and the changing nature of Reform Judaism might clarify our collective Mizpah identity and practices. Many of our oldes neeatitibe Clas
sical Reform experience well, while many younger members fear we are not keeping up with the Reform movement.

In terms of finance and congregational administrative issues, | feel relatively well informed from other Biennial expélithoating

resources and my professional training. However , tobreracicesevold
As we are currently moving toward a working finance committee that will review dues relief requests, | noted in onéhaesgiog tongrega
tionsreportthat3@ 0 % of their membership is on fidues relief, @& Charlginthes
congregations fidues reliefdo is not considered to b edsemfertandgcaon

fidential nature of this practice.
The Saturday morning worship sermon of URJ President Eric Yoffie lays out initiatives for the Union in the upcoryieartpaiod.

uspe
an

Rabbi Yoffie spoke so very eloquently on two areas of fadust Table, Green TabEndEmbracing Technologyrhe discussion of what we ag a

congregation believe is fAjust eatingodo i.e. et hi c alhetechnology igitativg
suggests using technology in new wayscluding blogs and social networkindo communicate with our members and to draw geunmnmems-
bers into congregational life. Already, we are emailing to let you know when our Bulletin is available. This also allovesacis prospective
members, oubf-town friends of Mizpah, our grown children away at college and others.

The Unionds gallery of storyboards of award winners fod
Nachson Community of Learners Awards was particularly compelling. Can you imagine holding a Rosh Hashanah servicetargjanr thel4
unteers producing a video that would enlighten new and old members alike of our congregational history and enhanceaioraindestity?)
These intriguing largethanlife storyboards were gold mines of ideas that have worked in other congregations and shoukidieeedoas g
springboard for own brainstorming sessions.

Inevitably, there is a letdown in the pd&iennial cycle when one realizes that an organization implements change slowlates-fh
citement and new ideas are not always enough to bring about change. Nevertheless, the knowledge and ideas gainedeseofrigiedini
attendees and the stimulating worship services continue to remind us of the best that Judaism has to offer. Pleastitanaslér Washing
ton, D.C. in 2011 for the next Biennial experience of Reform Judaism.

Donna WhiteDropkin, Treasurer
Mizpah Congregation
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Morton and Marilyn CentérFebruary 5 FEBRUARY Don and Judy Macklér February 13

Neil and Cherie SpitalnyFebruary 9 Jim and Yvonne Raisth February 13
Boris and Elena Belinskdy February 12 ANNIVERSARIES David and Beverly Ria® February 1§
Martin and Sallye Gorddn February 12 Kevin and Stacey Whitéd February 24
FEBRUARY 1-6 FEBRUARY
idred B BIRTHDAYS FEBRUARY 21-28
lidred brem FEBRUARY
Henry Schulson

Nancy Brody FEBRUARY 7-13 14-20
Gary Chazen Sam Speer Dr. Hyman Kaplan Judy Stahl

Susan DiStefano Carly Perry Jeff Monen

Juliana Opengart
Robert G. Chazen, Jr. Bob Allen

Stephanie Hayes
Wes Hasden

Helen F. Stapleton

Ethan Tran Mogul Anna Stapleton

Joshua Mackler Rita V. Nash _ _
June Collins Brenda Lefkoff Margaret Reisman Leslie Levine
Donna R. Brody Lisa Young
Robert Chazen Sally Chazen

Cherie Monen
Phyllis Periman
Pam Schulman

Evelyn Sergent

Confirmation Class Visits Beth Sholom Congregation andikvah

On Thursday January 14, Mizpah Confirmation Class students visited Beth Sholom Congregation for a tour and discu
history and sanctuary. Additionally, the class had an opportunity to view and engage in a conversation pertaininguughe s
mikvah or Jewish ritual bath. Our guide was Beth Sholom Congrdgmrt Brown. The experience was an enriching one, in
it enhanced our understanding of the more traditional streams of Judaism. Following our tour, students (and a fewghd
enjoyed dinner and further conversation at a nearby eatery.

The Confirmation Class extends its thanks to Beth Sholom Rabbi Shaul Perlstein and
gant David Brown for helping to make this learning experience so successful.

Rabbi Bill S. Tepper
Confirmation Class Teacher
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Pam Fulbright and Sandy
Tabakin




